Historical GIS
(Geospatial Information
Systems )

In 2009, CDCI Research began integrating our extensive corporate

experience as research historians with the analytical and communica-

tive power of Geographic Information Systems (GIS). As researchers who

often encounter historic geospatial information, a GIS approach allows us to

digitize, layer, link, analyze and visualize the wealth of information communicated
through archival paper maps, photographs and textual/anecdotal descriptions of
geographic features of interest into maps that can complement traditional primary and

secondary sources.

Since adopting this technology, CDCI Research’s Historical GIS services has assisted in developing

mapping and GIS deliverables for a variety of end-user needs and project budgets, including a large, 2

year project for the Department of National Defence to integrate historical data retrieved from regional

archives across Canada, oral interviews, GPS waypoints, and modern geospatial information into a project
planning GIS database.
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‘ ‘ *screen shots showing the digitizing of archival data and its integration into a GIS database.

Setting the Standard for Professional Research Management




We firmly believe that GIS technology offers an
exciting opportunity to provide significant insight
into new research questions, or revitalize past inqui-
ries once thought complete, through the ability to
identify and use the geographical characteristics of a
wide variety of data, both past and present.

Whether you are new to GIS as an analytical tool and its
potential application to your research question or an expert
user managing your organization’s enterprise GIS database
or spatial data collection, CDCI Research can collaborate with
you. We will thoughtfully and attractively integrate diverse
spatial information requiring historical context and expert
interpretation into the scope of your project. 7
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*two samples from our completed digital map gallery
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Image 1 (Front page, top): ‘Penetanguishene,” 1853. Library and Archives Canada (n0011426k)

Images 2 & 3 screen examples (Front page, bottom): Property of CDCI Research
Images 4 & 5 (Back page, top): ‘Horse Ranching,” 1939. Library and Archives Canada (C-003549) & ‘Processing of prints for tri-metrogon

mapping,” 1945.Canada Dept. of National Defence / Library and Archives Canada (PA-065228)
Images 6 & 7 map examples (Back page, bottom): Property of CDCI Research




